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electric railway, of course, receives the first place, as is its due ; but the domestic 
and industrial applications of the motor get their proper share of attention. As 
regards different systems or the inventions of different individuals, the authors 
have happily made it their duty to record and not to draw comparisons. Perhaps 
the most valuable feature of the book is that it gives full structural details both in 
the text and in a large number of excellent illustrations. On this account it can- 
not fail to take its place in that important class of books which enable one to com- 
mit a whole library of pamphlets and periodicals to the flames without substantial 
loss. 

Messrs. Martin and Wetzler have done their work with manifest enthusiasm. 
It is clear that they have an abiding faith in the future of the electric motor. As 
associate editors of an electrical journal, they have enjoyed unusual facilities for 
collecting their facts. It may fairly be said that they have used their enthusiasm 
and their opportunities to good purpose. They have performed a work which no 
one had done before them and which probably could not have been done so well 
by anybody else. 

VI. 

HUGUENOT HISTORT. 

The history of France during the half century preceding the Edict of Kantes 
is a history of commotion and internal conflict in which the noblest heroism and the 
worst passions of human nature were in full exercise. Professor Baird, in his two 
latest volumes of Huguenot history,* undertakes to tell the story, and he does so 
with a minuteness of detail that does him infinite credit as a diligent and painstak- 
ing investigator. He writes from a Protestant point of view, ano is at no pains to 
conceal his sympathies, but bis fidelity as a historian is always conspicuous, and he 
is careful and conscientious in his statements. 

In the two volumes preceding these, entitled " The Rise of the Huguenots," the 
author deals with what he terms the formative age of the Huguenots of France, 
and brings the narrative down to the death of Charles IX. in 1574. The present 
volumes take the reader through the reigns of Henry III. and Henry IV., a period 
of thirty-seven years. As the St. Bartholomew massacre constituted the most 
thrilling occurrence of the former period, so the Edict of Nantes is the culminating 
point of the latter. It is understood, we believe, that there is soon to be forthcom- 
ing a continuation of Huguenot history, down to and beyond the Revocation, thus 
completing the survey of this eventful period of French history. The conception 
and execution of the task are alike admirable, and the connected books will take 
their place among the most honorable historical productions of our country. 

The nature of the Huguenot claims and the causes of their discontent and up- 
rising have been variously stated, but from these researches it would seem clear 
that the idea of overturning the throne or of superseding Catholicism by Galvanism 
was never seriously put forward in any of their councils. Their contention was 
for freedom, and their warlike attitude a protest against repression. This view is 
borne out by the nature of the concessions and compromises exacted from time to 
time from the dominant party. What the internal discipline of the Huguenot 
church was may be gathered from the records of the Reformed Synod of Ste. Foy 
la Grande in 1578. It is like reading the minutes of a Presbyterian Synod or 
Assembly in the present day. They enunciated the principle of religious and civil 
equality. They emphasized the importance of religious education, and enjoined 
ministers to teach the catechism, and to inculcate family worship. They protested 

* " The Huguenots and Henry of Navarre. " By Professor Henry M. Baird . Charles 
Scribner's Sons. 
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against immodesty in dress and other vanities of the age. Bnt there is not a 
treasonable or disloyal utterance in the whole of the proceedings. 

The author paints in very strong colors the characters and characteristics of 
the leading personages in his history. One of the most interesting of these por- 
traits is that of Henry IV. in the closing chapter— too long to quote in full, but 
presenting a very vivid likeness of that remarkable man. " So grand a man, in 
some aspects, that we wonder that his character should have been marred by such 
blemishes ; so faulty a man, from other points of view, that we marvel that he 
could ever have been esteemed magnanimous ; an enigma to his contemporaries, 
scarcely less an enigma to succeeding generations." His assassination and that of 
his immediate predecessor were events for which no adequate motive could be dis- 
covered. It was the work, probably, of fanatical men acting solely on their own 
impulses, like the assassins of Lincoln and Garfield. How often in this respect does 
history repeat itself ! 

VII. 

CRITICAL STUDY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

The critical, as distinct from the exegetical study of the New Testament, is the 
point from which to approach Dr. Marvin R. Vincent's recent work,* of which 
the first volume is before us. The idea is an excellent one of bringing before the 
reader of average education the results of scholarly investigation into the meaning 
and force of separate words and idiomatic expressions, thus enabling him to steer 
clear of crude interpretations and to discern the inner and peculiar thought of the 
writer. The author has in view those who are ignorant of Greek; but as the 
majority of his readers will probably be persons who have at least some acquaint- 
ance with that language, he has wisely inserted the original words, with the 
translation, however, always appended. The present volume embraces the 
synoptic gospels, Acts, and the epistles of Peter, James, and Jude, and is to be 
followed, we trust, at no distant date by an additional volume containing the rest 
of the New Testament. 

The author, as a rule, does not attempt textual criticism, but follows Westcott 
and Hert's text, comparing it with the eighth edition of Tischendorf . The plan of 
the work embraces short introductory chapters to each book or set of books under 
review, followed at once by the " Word Studies." Thus, for example, we have a 
very brief account of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, with a disquisition upon the 
literary style and other features of the writing of each. We are told that Luke 
writes better Greek than the other evangelists ; that he uses seven hundred words 
which occur nowhere else in the New Testament ; that many of his terms are of a 
technical character peculiar to a physician, and instances of this are brought 
forward. To those who desire a general knowledge of such facts without poring 
over long treatises, these short chapters will be welcome. Even Alford's con- 
densed New Testament for English readers is altogether too heavy for the quick 
work now often demanded from clergymen, to say nothing of those readers who 
can only digest a little of this kind of intellectual food at a time. We are given 
the literal meaning of such words as "repent," "apostles," "tribulation," and the 
peculiar force of such expressions as "being in a great agony," "almost thou 
persuadest." The peculiarities of the Greek tenses are made clear, as for 
instance in Luke 6: 18: "When he was come into the ship," meaning, while he 
was in the act of coming. These few specimens will suffice to show the general 

* "Word Studies in the New Testament." By Marvin E. Vincent, D. D. Vol. I. 
Charles Scribner's Sons. 



